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AESTRACT 



To determine how the Subject Matter Service (SMS) of 
the Agricultural Education Department at Mississippi State University 
could more effectively meet the needs cf vocational agriculture 
teachers, this study focused on three problems: (1) evaluation of 

materials developed by the SMS, (2) determination of sources and uses 
of teaching materials, and (3) determination of teacher preferences 
for new subject matter materials. Utilizing the description method 
with the group-interview technique, the study obtained data from 266 
experienced teachers. Several recommendations are presented which 
focus on visual aids, revision of materials, format changes, and 
teacher guides related to the subject matter references. Results of 
the study shew that current activities are not meeting teacher needs. 
Conseguently the SMS must be geared to keep abreast of the growing 
needs of teachers by expanding facilities and personnel. (GB) 
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PREFACE 



It is a truism that no teacher can teach beyond his own knowledge. But 
the extremely great variety of information that must be known by vocational 
agriculture teachers in order to conduct good teaching programs presents an 
array of obstacles that almost prohibits accomplishment. To train today*s 
agri cu 1 turi st s s the vo-ag teacher must know the animal and plant sciences, 
the mechanical and economical aspects of farming, the occupational 
requirements of nonfarm agricultural pursuits, etc., ad infinitum . Add 
to this list all the special educational methods and techniques that he must 
master and his job becomes even more formidable. It is actually impossible 
to make a complete list of all that he needs to know. Thus, it becomes evident 
that he must rely heavily on instructional and reference materials, and such 
materials must be designed to meet his needs. Likewise, the materials must 
meet his students 1 needs, because the vo-ag teacher in reality is a leader 
of students in their quest for knowledge. To design instructional materials 
to meet the above demands is by no means a small task, but this entire effort 
has been directed toward that end. 

This report includes information that also served as the basis for a 
dissertation for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy earned by the author at 
Louisiana State University in August 1967. 
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